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Brescia, June 17, 2018

This short historical summary on the roots of EIFLE is based on the Chapter of the
organization’s history published in the FEDRA teacher’s training manual which is
based on a summary written by Michele Guy. She and her husband Francoise were
witnesses of the whole history. The organization’s history began when | was a very
young girl just beginning to learn how to read and write.



() 1he roots of EIFLE / IEEF

* roots of EIFLE go back to organizations
founded in the USA

* American Bishops founded the organization
Human Life Foundation (HLF) in Washington D.C.

* |t was the answer to Paul VI's demand in the
encyclical letter Humanae Vitae (pub. in July 1968).

* HLF organized 3 international meetings in favor of
Natural Family Planning.

Since NFP methods were and are — as we all here know very well — methods that
respect human dignity and at the same time the reliability can be comparable to the
contraceptive pill that was getting very popular as one of the most reliable methods
to avoid conception.



(( ﬁ)) 15t International HLF meeting
‘ on NFP-Research

* Subject: NFP-Research
* Dates: January 22-26, 1972
* Location: Airlie House (near Washington D.C.)

* Participants:
« Drs. Francgois and Michele Guy, Grenoble (France)
* Drs. John and Evelyn Billings, Melbourne (Australia)
* Dr. Rodrigo Guerrero, Cali (Columbia),
* Father Madigan (Philippines),
* Dr. Michael Moore (United Kingdom),
« Dr. Doring (Germany),
« Dr. William Uricchio (U.S.A.),
* Other persons from HLF.

1%t meeting participants:

Drs. Frangois and Micheéle Guy from Grenoble (France) were invited to present the
work they had done on Mauritius with the Action Familiale in the years 1963, 1965
and 1966.

Drs. John and Evelyn Billings, from Melbourne (Australia) were invited to present
their method, which at that time was called the Ovulation Method (OM).



((p)) 2"d International HLF meeting on NFP

* Subject: International Symposium on NFP
* Dates: June 1-6, 1973
* Location: Washington D.C.

* Participants:
* Drs. Frangois and Michéle Guy (CLER, France),
Drs. John and Evelyn Billings (Melbourne, Australia),
Paul and Yolande Bruneau (Action Familiale, Mauritius),
Father O'Leary (CMAC, United Kingdom),
Father Michel Welters (Haiti),
Dr. Armando Cifuentes (Columbia),
Dr. Josef Rotzer (Austria),
Dr. Claude Lanctot (SERENA, Canada),
Raymond and Marie-Paule Doyle (SERENA, Canada),
Betty Liedl (U.S.A.).
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The symposium was organized by Larry Kane, the secretary of HLF.

This symposium led to the foundation of a connection office, which was entrusted to
Dr. Claude Lanctot. The secretary was given the task to found a world-wide
organization for NFP and to organize a founding congress.



((ﬁ ) 3 |nternational HLF meeting
Foundation of an international NFP
Organization

* Subject: Founding Congress of the International NFP
Organization

* Dates: August 8-13, 1974
* Location: Washington D.C.

* Participants: 22 people representing organizations in
the field of NFP from all over the world.

* The new organization’s name
International Federation for Family Life Promotion (IFFLP)
Fédération Internationale d'Action Familiale" (FIDAF)

Participatnts: all continents were represented at the congress: North, Central and
South America, Africa, Europe, Asia / Indonesia.

The Human Life Foundation newsletter (vol. 4, no. 2, fall 1974) listed their names
under the title "World NFP Conducts Founding Congress":

Choice of the organization's name: the name "International Federation for Family
Life Promotion" (IFFLP) was chosen. Since the literal French translation "Fédération
Internationale de Promotion Familiale" could not be used because the French and
Spanish abbreviation FIPF was already used by an organization called "Planning
International", the French name "Fédération Internationale d'Action Familiale"
(FIDAF) was chosen referring to the Action Familiale of Mauritius.



n >> Int. Federation for Family Life Promotion
Founding conference and Organization

* Employed executive director with office in
Washington D.C.

* Financial support from the American and Canadian
Governments

* International Founding Conference

» with all NFP organizations world-wide interested in
participating in the federation.

* held in Cali (Columbia) from June 18 — July 2, 1977

* Structure - 4 zones
* America
* Europe
* Asia/Oceania
* Africa

Claude Lanctot, who had been responsible of the organization's secretariat in the past
year, was employed by the board as the organization's executive director. For
simplicity the office was moved from Canada to Washington D.C. The importance of
Claude Lanctot's work for the life of the federation on all continents cannot be
stressed enough. IFFLP owes him very much.

Finances: The function of IFFLP involved the costs for the secretariat in Washington
D.C., the salaries of the executive director and the personnel, the trips of the board
members, the organization of congresses and the development of the zones.

* The new board had the project to organize and conduct an international founding
conference.

* Originally this congress was supposed to be held in India in 1975, but finally was
held in 1977. The congress had a duration of 2 weeks!

* A Board was selected with a representatives from each of the 4 zones.

* The general assembly was translated simultaneously into three languages: French,
English and Spanish.



((lll ) IFFLP activities

* Congresses of the Federation
* 1977 in Cali, Columbia,
* 1980 in Navan, Ireland,
* 1983 in Hong Kong,
* 1986 in Ottawa, Canada,
* 1989 in Nairobi, Kenya,
* 1994 in Lublin, Poland.

* In the beginning of the IFFLP the members of the different
zones only met on the occasion of the world congresses.

* As of 1983 each zone was requested to get engaged in
activities of their own with a zonal council and elected
representative,

* research activities,
* training of NFP teachers and
* broadening other aspects of marital life.

* The board of directors decided to have a world congress every three years. From
1977 to 1994 six world congresses were held

* These had plenary sessions with all members as well as separate sessions for each
of the 4 zones.
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( ﬁ >> The European Zone of IFFLP
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* In 1983 the European Zone began to have regular
meetings in Europe

* At least one meeting of the zonal council per year
* Other activities
* Organization of European congresses




( ﬁ )) European Zone — development after 1989

* |[FFLP financial support for European zone stopped in 1989

* generous donor for the European Zone appeared:
Dr. Anne Mélotte, psychiatrist in Vught (Netherlands)

* Goal to create a permanent European secretariat,
preferably in Brussels was not reached

* Dr. Mélotte stopped payments

* December 13-15, 1991: Urgent meeting of the zonal
council in Lyon. Decision
* to found a new organization, independent of IFFLP and
* to meet with Dr. Anne Mélotte to convince her to take up the
stopped payments again.
* Members were: Dr. Michele Guy, Dr. Jean Mutricy, Dr. Michele
Barbato, Karin Tirck, Maria-Helena Nabais and Dr. Anna Flynn

IFFLP support for the European Zone was discontinued in 1989 because Canada's
government did not want to support IFFLP in Europe, which was not one of the
developing countries like members of the other zones of the federation: Africa,
America and Asia/Oceania.

She had already come to the European congress in Vienna (May 15-28, 1987) to meet
Michéle Guy, then to Grenoble to discuss the usage of a generous donation for the
European Zone.

Several meetings were held to discuss the usage of the money and how it could be
organized.

Goal of the donation was the creation and funding of a permanent European
secretariat, if possible in Brussels, with a paid secretary. To achieve this, IFFLP sent
one of their employees, William Pruzenski, twice to search for a location and a
responsible person.

In the middle of 1991, Anne Mélotte realized that the two trips of William Pruzenski,
which had been paid from her money, did not show any success. She decided to stop
her payments when she realized what financial difficulties the IFFLP in Washington
was in. She wanted to see her money to be used only in Europe.



) Foundation of EIFLE

* April 10-12, 1992 in Lyon:
Foundation of the European Institute for Family Life
Education (EIFLE) also known as the Institut
Européen d'Education Familiale (IEEF) by the
members of the European Zonal Council

* The organization is established as an organization
under French law of 1901.
* Registered office: home of Michele Guy in Grenoble
* Key Objectives of the new Association:
* promote the values of family life and family life education

* including in particular the study of fertility and its regulation
by natural means.

Its work will take place in an international context.

The Association will provide help to its members for this work as well as
scientific and medical research appropriate to achieving these objectives.
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(ﬁ) EIFLE and IFFLP
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* From 1992 to 1996, the end of IFFLP's operation,
IFFLP's European Zonal Council and the board of EIFLE
coexisted in parallel and were composed of the same
people.

* The members were the European members of IFFLP

* After IFFLP ceased to exist, EIFLE and its members
were on their own.




